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Project description 1|2

The new Krems Campus Extension brings together three educational establishments: the Karl Landsteiner University of Health 

Sciences, Krems University for Continuing Education and Krems IMC University of Applied Sciences. These new facilities 

mark the latest step in the town’s evolution as a centre of academic excellence. Not long after going live, the development 

has already received two major accolades, winning a German Design Award and receiving the Austrian Ministry of the 

Environment’s Gold Climate Action Label.

The impact and efficiency of the four new campus buildings flow from their form and functional neutrality. They are 

compact and flexible and can be adapted quickly and easily to the changing demands of research. Economics and 

the environment are addressed hand in hand thanks to the simple, energy-efficient design of the building services, 

which include heat pumps and solar PV arrays.

Following this fundamental approach to function, the design takes it cue from the elementary principles of archi-

tecture, orchestrating plasticity, geometry, light and materiality to give the development its own quietly distinctive 

character. Three upright rectangular window formats define the front aspects of the buildings, which together 

house a gross floor area of over 14,500m2 (post fit-out). The narrow fit-out grid and portrait-format windows 
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lend the development a classical air, while the subtly differing shades of the aluminium panels combine with the 

ever-changing play of light and shadow to give the facades depth and interest. Projecting corners provide a lively 

contrast to the calm of these facades, enlivening the rhythms and enhancing the sculptural quality of the archi-

tecture to give the blocks their unique and elegant appearance. Ultimately, however, it is perhaps the minimalism 

of the architecture that is most notable. Pared down to the bare essentials, the development makes an important 

statement about the timelessness and tension of the architectural form.

Inside, light tones and natural materials dominate, combining with views of the landscape beyond to create a 

friendly and welcoming atmosphere. The light-coloured, acoustic timber slatted panels chosen for the ground-

floor foyer together with the cosy furnishings in the open-space areas make for an attractive and inviting learning 

environment. On the upper floors, the corridors open out towards the facade, framing areas for encounter and 

exchange. Here, too, warm materials create a pleasant working environment and enhance the overall feel of the 

building.

Three of the buildings that make up the new development are linked by a shared ground floor that houses 

facilities used by all three universities – the Campus Hall, seminar rooms, a learning centre and foyer area. A third, 

free-standing block is oriented to create a ‘place within a place’ complete with pathways, mini-squares and arcades. 

South-facing terraces provide attractive outdoor space.

The Krems Campus Extension offers a high-quality technical and architectural response to the challenges of desig-

ning for contemporary teaching and research facilities, while functional neutrality and reduced form-finding ensure 

the long-term durability and so the future of the development.

In the words of Julia Wildfeuer, Managing Director at Baumschlager Eberle Architekten Vienna, as she explains the 

complexities of sustainability, “Our contribution to the Krems Campus shows how energy efficiency and sustain-

ability are achieved through a combination of different measures. The process starts at the planning stage with 

the orientation of the compact buildings. Architecture then lays the framework for a durable building that will 

stand the test of time. Finally, building services provide the finishing touches. But durability is more than a zero-

sum game of technical and design parameters. A building will only endure, and so achieve real sustainability,  

if it is appreciated.” 

Our Vienna team’s commitment to design excellence has already received widespread acclaim. The Krems Campus 

Extension received the Austrian Ministry of the Environment’s Gold Climate Action Award, scoring a maximum 1000 

points. In its citation, the jury singled out the calculated heat requirement (just 25.51 kWh/m²a) and the primary 

energy requirement (83.2 kWh/m2a) for special praise, also acknowledging the quality of the materials used and 

the comfort levels achieved.

The project was also honoured with a German Design Award in the Excellent Architecture category. This annual 

prize is conferred by the Frankfurt-based German Design Council, a world leader in the field of design, branding 

and innovation.
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Facts and figures

Gold-standard architecture 

Krems Campus Extension

Krems an der Donau, Austria

An academic quarter for the future

The brief was to build a contemporary university quarter 

with first-rate energy credentials and cutting-edge techni-

cal facilities. Baumschlager Eberle Architekten’s response 

is architecturally and technically exemplary, a quarter in 

which functional neutrality and formal simplicity ensure 

longevity and future value. 

Typology Education

Client Amt der NÖ Landesregierung,  

Abt. Wissenschaft und Forschung

Site Dr.-Karl-Dorrek-Straße 30, 3500 Kremslin, Austria

Site area 7,458 m2²

Floor area 7,900 m²

Gross floor area 20,281m2

Completion 2023

Photography Maximilian Haidacher, MH

Team Baumschlager Eberle Architekten, Vienna

Photographic material requirements

The images in this pack are available free of charge for use 

in reporting on Campus Krems.

For high-resolution images for print or web, please get 

in touch with our press department. You will find the 

relevant details in the press contacts section at the end of 

this press information.
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Baumschlager Eberle Architekten

Profile
Our firm

Authentic, poetic and methodical – Baumschlager 

Eberle Architekten puts down markers worldwide that 

reflect our attitude. Founded in 1985 in Vorarlberg, 

Austria, we have become one of the leading architec-

tural firms, with 17 branch offices in Europe and Asia, 

devising solutions and pushing for more sustainability 

in our built environment. 

Portfolio
Our work 

In addition to residential and office construction, we 

have completed highly successful projects in the sec-

tors of education and culture, health and sport, trans-

port and traffic. What all our projects have in common 

is an urban scale-approach to the task as a framework 

for coexistence. Our work includes around 600 realised 

projects on three continents in 20 countries.

Process
How we work 

In the design and planning process, we engage 

intensively with the complexities of a project. We take 

the shared project book as the basis for our working 

methodology in order to achieve optimal utility value 

of the buildings and reliability for the clients. 

Locations
Where we are

Baumschlager Eberle Architekten has 17 regional 

offices throughout Europe and Asia. After all, being pre-

sent on site allows us to further deepen our understan-

ding of local contexts and cultural peculiarities. It helps 

us to take efficient and fast action in the best interests 

of our customers.

Team   

As international as our clients 

We see ourselves as team players, as a highly qualified 

team of experts in planning and supporting projects 

with conviction and passion. Our team comprises 

around 300 employees from 21 nations who communi-

cate in 19 languages.

Sustainability 
Our contribution   

Longevity is the most important ecological, economic 

and cultural contribution that any building can make. 

With this in mind, we approach construction in a 

comprehensively sustainable manner with an eye on 

resources and energy, quality and neutrality of use.

Architecture
Our philosophy

Ultimately, architecture only has three ways of expres-

sing itself: geometry, materiality and light. Drawing on 

these three expressions, we then try and tell our stories. 

These stories relate to and reference the statement, 

the appropriateness and the elemental nature of the 

building.
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Press contacts

:be AG
Harriet Bersier
Millennium Park 20  | 6890 Lustenau, Österreich
M +41 78 780 05 55
h.bersier@be-stgallen.com
ir@be-ag.eu
www.be-ag.eu
Sprachen DE | EN | FR

Claudia Schwind
7, rue Debelleyme | 75003 Paris, France
+33 7 85 46 51 02
c.schwind@be-architects.fr
Languages DE | EN | FR | IT

Gert Walden
Praterstrasse 33/5 | 1020 Vienna, Austria
+43 676 394 26 63
g.walden@be-wien.com
Languages DE | EN

Copyright project
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© 2024 Baumschlager Eberle Architekten GmbH

:be AG 
is a holding company whose business centres on investment 
in architecture fi rms and property companies across Europe 
and Asia. Its core brands are Baumschlager Eberle Architekten 
and 2226®.

Baumschlager Eberle Architekten
Founded over 35 years ago, Baumschlager Eberle Architek-
ten now operate offi  ces in 17 diff erent locations in Europe 
and in Asia. Their work is a byword for high architectural 
standards and clear process methodology. Their award-win-
ning, cost-effi  cient buildings have forged a reputation that 
extends beyond the world of architecture.


